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RICHARD MANSFIELD

The kindness of everyone affected him in such away
that he could not. endure his car or a hotel in Chicago
for they gave him a transient sense he did not feel   In
1904 he rented a house, and the next year took a lease on
a charming suite of rooms designed by George Web-
hoeber in Kim Street, and they were kept throughout the
year especially for his return.   These rooms he stored
with beautiful pictures, rare furniture, and art objects,
and here more than in any other spot where his little family
was not, the gathering of his friends made the cosey senti-
ment of home.   Whenever he returned he found his rooms
packed with the flowers he loved, a hundred messages of
welcome hidden in the blossoms,    The "garb of dignity"
fell away and he rushed with the eagerness of a boy to a
score of homes where glad greetings awaited him.   But
he went first to those houses where children were, and
planned the  box  parties  of boys  and girls which he
loved to see in the proscenium corner on Saturday after-
noons,

Mansfield reached Chicago only two days before his first
appearance in "Peer Gym," which took place at the
Grand Opera House, October 29, 1906.   The preceding
evening was devoted to a final dress rehearsal, though
artists, ballet,  and musicians had given five complete
scenic  performances in New York, without audiences,
before going West,   There were not more than thirty
people in the orchestra stalls for the last rehearsal.   Scene
followed scene, but from half-past seven in the evening
until one o'clock in the morning the handful of auditors
sat without response to anything they saw.   The rehearsal
began with much  spirit, but the lethargy of the thirty
reached up to the stage and soon the spirit, of boredom
raised its heavy head on both sides of the footlights.atered and sunned, and cannot be argued into bloom." or of dis- made a much greater impression upon you than If the character he is creating will often be misunderstood, stage lies in the creation of a
